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FOREIGN  NEWS  OH  NUTS 


THjj  MED ITERRAME ; JT  FILBERT  MARKET 

Spain; 

Tiie  1925  Spanish  filbert  crop  is  officially  estimated  at  21,162 
short  tons,  according  to  a  cable  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  from 
the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Rome.    The  last  official 
figure  available  for  all  of  Spain  is  that  of  1922,  when  the  crop  .amount- 
ed to  27,274  short  tons.    This  year's  crop  in  the  principal  producing 
region  Tarragona,  however,  has  previously  been  estimated  to  be  about 
normal  in  size  although  below  normal  in  quality.     Trade  reports  forward- 
ed by  Mr.  S.  A.  Foley,  Agricultural  Commissioner  at  London,  place  pro- 
duction in  that  region  at  300,000  b-^gs  of  58  kilos  each,  in  the  shell, 
or  about  19,130  short  tons.    The  area  devoted  to  filbert  production  in 
Spain  has  just  been  officially  estimated  at  28,398  acres. 

The  Tarragona  filbert  market  at  Reus  was  reoortcd  very  quiet  early 
in  December,  as  a  result  of  keen  Turkish  competition  in  consuming  markets, 
according  to  Consul  Frank  Henry,  Barcelona.    Reus  growers  were  said  to 
be  refusing  to  meet  this  competition  by  lowering  prices  and  were  hold- 
ing their  filberts  for  better  orices.    An  early  January  report  from  M. 
Todd-lTaylor ,  Clerk  to  the  Trade  Commissioner  at  Rome,  indicates  that 
demand  improved  immediately  prior  to  the  holidays  and  that  prices  were 
advancing.    Turkish  competition,  while  keen,  particularly  in  the  German 
market,  was  expected  by  the  Spanish  trade  to  decrease  after  the  first 
of  the  Hew  Year.     Both  growers  and  exporters  apparently  were  expecting 
higher  prices  to  result  during  January  and  February. 

Turkey : 

The  Turkish  filbert  crop  has  turned  out  to  be  somewhat  less  than 
the  300,000  bags  expected  earlier  id  the  season,  although  the  crop  is 
still  considered  very  good.    The  high  quotations  prevailing  early  in 
the  season  are  reported  to  have  retarded  marketing  the  crop,  with  the 
result  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  crop  still  remains  in  the 
producing  districts,  according  to  Assistant  Trade  Commissioner,  J.  A. 
Mood,  Constantinople.     Some  difficulty  is  anticipated  in  disposing  of 
the  remaining  stocks  at  -orices  that  will  bring  a  profit. 

Sicily: 

Sicilian  filbert  and  pistachio  prices  were  firm  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  although  demand  had  slackened  somewhat  during  December, 
according  to  Mr.  Foley. 

So "in: 

The  American  Consul  at  Vigr  reoorts  a  very  good  crop  of  walnuts 
and  chestnuts  in  the  provinces  »f  Orcnsc  and  Pontcvcdra,  but  small  pro- 
duction in  Lugo . 
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SICILIAN  NUT  PROSPECTS 
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The  1926  almond  crop  in  Sicily  promises  to  be  20  to  30  per  cent 
above  normal,  or  practically  double  that  of  last  year,  according  to  a 
report  dated  May  22  received  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  from  Consul 
Ilo  C.  Funk  at  Catania.    Although  it  is  yet  early  in  the  season,  the  fil- 
bert crop  has  been  estimated  to  be  equal  to  or  slightly  above  the  1925 
output,  but  probably  20  per  cent  below  normal.     Conditions  are  reported 
to  have  been  very  favorable  for  pistachios,  but  it  was  yet  too  early  for 
any  estimates  to  be  made. 


Almonds : 


After  the  very  abundant  flowering  of  the  almond  trees  in  February, 
some  damage  was  done  by  strong  African  winds,  but,  nevertheless,  it  is 
estimated  that  the  forthcoming  crop  for  all  of  Sicily  will  be  above 
normal,  i.e.,  above  150,000  bales  of  220  lbs.  each  of  shelled  almonds. 
Some  estimates  in  the  latter  part  of  May  placed  the  crop  between  180,000 
and  200,000  bales,  or  80,000  -  100,000  bales  more  than  the  1925  output. 
While  some  damage  may  yet  be  suffered  in  isolated  cases,  only  the  most 
extraordinary  weather  conditions  would  cause  a  serious  reduction  in  the 
harvest,  according  to  the  Consul. 

Stocks  on  hand  were  estimated  at  between  25,000  and  30,000  bales 
but  only  about  half  of  these  are  expected  to  be  shipped  since  local  pro- 
ducers and  speculators  usually  keep  about  15,000  bales  on  hand  for  a 
posible  increase  in  price.    Local  exporters  stated  that  it  was  difficult 
to  foresee  what  future  prices  would  be  but  they  inclined  toward  the 
belief  that  they  would  be  under  those  of  last  year.    Prices  being  offered 
to  producers,  accordingly,  were  considerably  less  than  at  the  same  time 
a  year  ago.    Very  little  future  business  was  being  done,  says  Consul  Funk, 
because  of  the  unwillingness  of  producers  to  sell  at  the  prices  being 
offered.     The  Consul  also  states  that  because  of  the  exchange  situation, 
prices  being  offered  from  abroad  at  the  time  of  his  report  (May  22)  were 
equal  to  those  of  last  year  and  it  was  anticipated  that  it  would  be  easy 
to  do  business  unless  circumstances  change  in  the  near  future. 

Prices  at  the  first  of  the  year  were  high,  but  there  was  something 
of  a  panic  in  March,  when  quotations  dropped  to  around  <;;64.50  per  bale 
for  spot  delivery,  and  $60.50  for  October  delivery.    The  market  improved, 
however,  and  on  May  22  quotations  uer  bale  of  220  lbs.  -'Crc  as  follows: 
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Shelled  Almonds,  on  board  Catania: 

Lire  per  bale    Dollars  per  bale 

Palma  Girgenti,  sv/eet,  spot  1825  70.63 

Palma  Girgenti,  Oct.  delivery         1600  61.92 

Warehouse  Catania: 

Sweet,  spot 
Bitter,  spot 
Avola,  current 
Avola,  selected 

Gilberts : 

Although  it  was  yet  too  early  to  make  a  definite  estimate  of  the 
coming  filbert  crop,  producers  were  giving  out  information  to  the  effect 
that  it  v/ill  be  inferior  to  a  normal  crop.    While  it  is  quite  possible, 
says  the  Consul,  that  this  information  is  influenced  by  the  hope  that  it 
may  have  a  favorable  effect  on  prices,  the  local  crop  has  been  somewhat 
damaged  by  strong  sirocco  winds.     It  is  significant,  however,  that  most  of 
the  buying  in  recent  months  has  been  on  the  part  of  inland  speculators, 
the  exporters  and  speculators  in  the  ports  having  been  inclined  to  sell 
their  stocks  rather  than  acquire  new  supplies.     One  of  the  leading  exporters 
estimates  that,  barring  future  damage  by  weathe r  and  disease,  the  forth- 
coming output  for  Sicily  will  be  about  twenty  per  cent  under  normal,  or 
around  100,000  bales  of  220  pounds  each  of  unshelled  nuts.    This  would 
about  equal  to  or  slightly  exceed  the  1925  crop.    An  average  crop  is  said 
to  be  130,000  -  135,000  bales  of  220  pounds. 

The  chief  factor  influencing  the  local  market  for  filberts  during 
the  last  few  months,  according  to  the  Consul,  was  the  extremely  large 
output  in  the  Levantine  countries  which  hindered  exportation  from  Sicily. 
The  Near  Eastern  crop,  however,  has  been  absorbed  a  little  at  a  time  and 
this  fact,  coupled  with  the  prospects  of  a  smaller  output  in  those  regions 
for  1926,  has  led  Sicilian  cultivators  to  expect  an  increase  in  prices. 
The  final  outcome  of  the  situation  will  not  be  known  until  sometime  in 
July,  as  there  is  still  possibility  of  further  damage  to  the  crop.  More- 
over, the  local  market  will  be  influenced  by  the  Spanish  market,  which  up 
to  the  latter  half  of  May  was  said  to  be  quiet.    Prices  in  Sicily  were 
then  about  $8.87  per  bale  under  those  of  last  yearj  owing  to  large  stocks 
of  the  old  crop  on  hand.     Actual  quotations  were  around  ^19. 75  per  bale,  on 
board  in  a  Sicilian  port.  Quotations  for  the  new  crop  for  October  delivery 
were  around  S20.30  per  bale  under  the  same  conditions. 

Pistachios : 

Although  it  was  mudh  too  early  for  a  safe  estimate,  it  was  said  at 
the  time  of  the  Consults  report  that  the  pistachio  crop  in  Sicily  this 
year  would  be  very  good,  barring  inclement  weather  and  other  unfavorable 
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f actors.    The  season  up  to  the  middle  of  May  was  particularly  favorable* 
One  of  the  leading  exporters  estimated  that  in  view  of  conditions  then 
prevailing  the  output  should  be  around  4,000  cases  of  110  lbs.  each, 
compared  with  1,000  cases  last  year  and  2,500  to  3,000  cases  in  a  normal 
year.    There  are  many  factors,  however,  which  may  yet  affect  the  crop, 
pistachios  being  grown  only  in  high  regions,  where  they  are  exposed  to 
inclement  weather  and  great  changes  in  temperature.    Many  times,  also, 
the  trees  are  said  to  be  well  loaded  with  nuts,  which,  on  opening  are 
found  to  be  empty. 

The  harvest,  says  Consul  Punk,  is  practically  always  either  very 
good  or  very  poor,  a  medium  output  being  rare.     In  years  of  good  crops 
the  nuts  are  kept  in  the  shell  in  the  districts  where  grown,  and  only 
husked  as  there  is  demand.    Unlike  other  similar  products,  pistachios 
keep  very  well,  and  a  part  of  a  good  harvest  is  often  kept  for  exportation 
during  the  following  year.    The  shipping  year  opens  in  September.  By 
combining  the  nuts  from  the  1925  harvest  with  the  carryover  from  1924, 
it  is  estimated  that  about  1,500  cases  have  been  exported  during  the 
present  shipping  year,  even  though  the  1925  output  was  only  about  1,000 
cases.    Prices  around  May  22  were  about  11.06^  per  pound  net  in  warehouse 
Catania,  compared  with  13.16  per  pound  a  few  months  ago.     Stocks  were 
practically  exhausted,  but  the  market  was  very  quiet  and  weak,  says  the 
Consul. 
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THE  NUT  INDUSTRY  IN  GREECE 


Greece  produces  all  the  varieties  of  nuts  grov/n  in  the  countries 
along  the  northern  shore  of  the  Mediterranean,  but  exports  are  important 
only  in  the  case  of  almonds.    The  country  is  usually  a  net  importer  of 
both  walnuts  and  filberts,  although  in  years  when  these  crops  are  large 
exports  arc  ll&ly  to  be  in  excess  of  imports.    The  business  of  exporting 
edible  nuts  irom  Greece  is  not  highly  developed  and  very  little  attention 
is  given  to  grading  and  packing.    A  small  part  of  the  exports  are  shelled 
tut  the  customs  statistics  do  not  differentiate  between  shelled  and  un- 
shelled  nuts. 

Postwar  production  statistics  received  in  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture from  Consul-General  Garrels  at  Athens,  do  not  indicate  any  ten- 
dency toward  increased  production  (or  recovery  in  production)  in  the 
principal  nut  crops  except  possibly  in  the  case  of  filberts.     Imports  of 
filberts  have  decreased  steadily  since  the  war  and  exports  are  increasing. 
The  import  tr^dc  in  filberts  has  no  doubt  been  influenced  by  changes  in 
the  boundaries  of  Greece  and  Turkey.    Almond  exports,  which  averaged  about 
20  per  cent  of  the  crop  during  the  four  years  1921-24,  were  much  above 
that  figure  in  1924.    Egypt  is  the  principal  market  for  Greek  almonds. 
Imports  of  almonds  are  relatively  insignificant.    The  production  of  wal- 
nuts in  Greece  is  not  large  enough  to  permit  of  any  important  trade  with 
foreign  countries. 

Almonds 

Latest  estimates  place  the  total  production  of  almonds  in  Greece 
at  5,660,000  pounds  in  1925  as  conroared  with  5,217,000  pounds  in  1924. 
The  provinces  of  southeastern  Greece  are  the  most  important  almond  pro- 
ducing districts  although  these  nuts  are  also  produced  in  important 
quantities  on  the  Island  of  Chios  and  in  the  provinces  of  Achaia,  Ellis, 
Arc.naia  and  Aetolia.    Almond  trees  in  Greece  are  planted  in  barren, 
rocky  soil  and  there  are  no  regul-rly  l.^id  out  orchards. 

Approximately  one-tenth  of  the  crop  is  consumed  in  the  producing 
areas  and  the  remainder  is  shipped  to  Saloniki  and  other  large  centers  for 
further  distribution.    Out  of  the  average  annual  production  only  from  20 
to  25  oer  cent  of  unshelled  nuts  are  exported,  principally  to  Egypt  and 
other  nearby  countries. 
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Grecian  almonds  are  classed  as  "puffed  of  Chios" ,  "puffed" ,  "half 
puffed"  and  "hard".    No  statistics,  however,  are  available  showing  the 
amount  of  the  different  types  produced.    Grecian  merchants  state  that  it 
requires  about  5  pounds  of  "hard"  almonds  to  give  one  pound  of  shelled 
nuts  -*nd  3  pounds  of  "puffed"  almonds  for  a  pound  of  shelled  nuts.  The 
nuts  are  purchased  in  bags  from  growers  by  agents  of  merchants.    The  mer- 
chants also  have  brokers  in  every  village  who  purchase  on  a  commission 
basis.    Shelling  is  done  both  by  growers  and  purchasers  all  the  year  round. 
No  machines  for  shelling  or  grading,  however,  are  in  use. 

Walnuts 

The  1925  walnut  crop  in  Greece  was  estimated  at  about  4,245,000 
pounds  as  compared  with  2,115,000  pounds  in  1924.    The  most  important  wal- 
nut producing  provinces  of  Greece  are  Naupaktos,  Kletoria,  Arcadia,  Arta, 
Vodena  and  Verrola.    The  last  two  are  in  Macedonia.    The  trees  grow  spor- 
adically, since  the  walnut  is  considered  a  wild  tree  in  Greece  and  is  left 
to  develop  freely  wherever  it  may  thrive.    The  regions  of  heaviest  produc- 
tion are  usually  those  having  rich,  deep  and  moist  soil,  as  in  Cletoria, 
Arta,  Arcadia  ?nd  Vodena.    No  attention  is  given  to  pruning  and  such  cul- 
tivation as  the  trees  receive  is  only  the  result  of  farmers  working  fields 
in  which  the  walnut  trees  happen  to  be  growing. 

The  nuts  are  harvested  about  the  beginning  of  October  by  poling  off 
the  trees.    This  is  done  before  the  outer  husk  is  completely  dry  in  order 
to  facilitate  removal  by  hand.    Producers  take  the  nuts  to  market  on  local 
feasts,  the  most  important  of  which  is  that  of  St.  Dimitrios  on  November  8, 
The  nuts  are  delivered  by  producers  in  burlap  bags  but  no  special  packing 
or  grading  is  practiced.    Two  kinds  of  walnuts  are  produced,  the  common 
hard  nut  and  the  white  soft  nut,  the  litter  selling  at  a  better  price. 
There  is  no  shelled  walnut  industry  in  Greece.    The  trees  are  much  in- 
fected by  pests  and  diseases,  particularly  those  growing  in  the  low,  warm, 
seashore  plains.    The  trunk  of  the  tree,  the  wood,  the  leaves  and  the  nuts 
->re  all  subject  to  damage  from  these  causes. 

Considerable  quantities  of  walnuts  are  usually  imported  into  Greece 
to  supplement  domestic  production.     Imports  usually  exceed  200,000  pounds 
per  ^nnum  and  come  principally  from  Turkey. 

Filberts 

About  two  thirds  of  the  filbert  crop  of  Greece  is  produced  in  the 
provinces  of  Thessaly  and  Larissa.    The  balance  comes  principally  from  the 
provinces  of  Arta,  Chios  md  Carpenision.     The  1925  crop,  according  to 
Consul-General  Garrels,  amounted  to  1,466,400  pounds  as  compared  with 
705,000  pounds  in  1924.    Greece  exported  a  total  of  439,000  pounds  of  fil- 
berts in  1924. 
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Filberts  are  not  important  enough  in  Greece  to  "be  included  in  the 
official  statistics.    The  filbert  production  figures  given  in  this  report 
are  those  furnished  by  merchants  and  other  competent  sources  of  information. 


GREECE:    Production  and  trade  in  filberts,  walnuts  and  almonds, 

1918  to  1925. 


Year  ! 

Production  ' 

Imports 

Exports 

Pounds  j 

Pounds  : 

Pounds 

FILBERTS : 

1918 

 •  •  ! 

423,225  : 

1,354,245  : 

- 

1919 

282,150  ; 

1,028,546  : 

15,551 

1920 

705,322  : 

958,746  : 

22,466 

1921 

•  «  •  •   •  .  • 

bl7,b00  ! 

4ol,67o  : 

1922 

• 

394,800  ! 

99,447  : 

84,282 

1923 

  . 

451,200  i 

272,375  : 

10,875 

1924 



705,000  : 

74,454  : 

438,957 

1925 

•  ••#•-* 

1,466,400 

_  ; 

— 

WALNUTS: 

1918 

4,017,420  ! 

-  < 

- 

1919 

»•••»*•  i 

3,435,740  : 

58,471 

_ 

1920 

*•*•••* 

2,821,500 

:            526,609  i 

41,268 

1921 

•  •••••• 

7,144,720 

:  244,398 

114,974 

1922 

4,286,920 

:  69,568 

316,087 

1923 

•  ••«••# 

4,571,160 

213,072 

9,299 

1924 

2,115,000 

254,084 

13,015 

1925 

•  •  •  •  •  >  « 

4,245,000 

ALMONDS : 

1918 

9,877,560 

1919 

3,077,560 

!  10,974 

1920 

14,354,780 

:  45,443 

:  738,164 

1921 

4 , 833 , 840 

:  34,326 

5            956 , 133 

1922 

«•-*••• 

5,415,520 

:  57 

:  1,299,463 

1923 

6,853,220 

:  15,578 

:  416,689 

1924 

:  5,217,000 

:  13,803 

:  1,907,052 

1925 

:  5,660,000 

Forwarded  by  Consul-General  Garrels  at  Athens. 
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December  7 ,  1326. 


PERSIAN  AlwiCND  AND  WALNUT  PRODUCTION 


Recent  surveys  made  by  the  Persian  Director  General  of  Agriculture 
indicate  a  ^reat  discrepancy  between  the  commercial  estimates  of  the 
aox&fiefcla    almond  and  walnut  crops  and  the  official  estimates,  states 
Consul  Orson  IT.  Nielsen  at  Teheran.    T/hile  the  official  estimates  arc 
still  incomplete,  it  seems  advisable  to  correct  the  erroneous  impres- 
sion conveyed  by  the  forecasts  based  on  trade  e stirpes,  as  stated  in 
"Notes  on  the  European  Ali-'.ond  Situation"  F.S./AL-18,  September  10,  1926. 

Trade  Estimates 

According  to  the  trade  estimates  the  1926  almond  crop  was  placed 
at  25,000  short  tons.     Similar  estimates  on  walnuts  have  not  been  made 
for  1926  but  an  average  crop  is  estimated  to  be  about  5,000  short  tons. 
These  estimates  are  obtained  by  averaging  the  results  of  a  aanvas  of 
dealers.  i 


Official  Estimates 

The  official  surveys  made  by  the  Director  General  of  Agriculture 
are  still  incomplete  because  of  the  lack  of  returns  from  some  of  the 
provinces.    The  production  of  almonds  in  all  but  the  seven  provinces  from 
which  it  has  been  impossible  to  secure  returns  amounts  to  1,730  short  tons 
in  a  normal  year.    The  1925  crop  in  these  provinces  amounted  to  only  529 
short  tons  and  the  1926  crop  to  only  327  tons.     Late  spring  frosts  ac- 
counted for  the  low  yield.    As  no  information  whatever  is  obtainable  from 
the  oth'^r  seven  provinces  there  is  no  way  of  exactly  determining  the  extent 
of  t'.     disparity  between  the  trade  and  the  official  estimate. 

It  is  even  more  difficult  to  give  comparative  figures  for  walnuts 
since  the  statistics  available  arc  not  for  identical  areas.     Thus  a  normal 
crop  in  all  but  nine  provinces  is  placed  at  2,912  short  tons.    The  estimate 
for  the  1936  crop,  on  the  other  hand,  covers  all  but  six  provinces-  The 
1926  production  in  the  provinces  from  which  reports  have  been  received 
amounted  to  3,620  short  tons. 
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TKS  3RAZIL  NUT  SITUATION 


(  AGRICULTURAL  EtiONOM 


Brazil  nuts  are  among  the  more  important  of  the  nuts  imported  into 
the  American  market,  imports  during  the  five  years  1921-25  having  averaged 
38,751,000  pounds  annually  with  an  average  annual  value  of  V2, 209, 000. 
I  ractically  all  of  taeso  nuts  come  from  Brazil.     The  Brazil  nut  is  ime  of 
the  oldest  and  as  a  source  of  wealth  is,  next  to  rubber,  the  most  impor- 
tant product  of  the  extractive  industry  cf  the  State  of  Amazonas,  where 
the  bulk  of  the  Brazilian  crop  is  produced,  according  to  Vice  Consul  George 
E.  Seltzer  at  Kanaos. 


The  natives  formerly  devoted  very  little  attention  to  the  gathering 
of  Brazil  nuts.    With  the  development  of  rubber  plantations  in  the  Straits 
Settlements  and  the  East  Indies,  however,  and  the  consequent  decline  in 
the  Brazilian  rubber  industry,  more  and  more  attention  was  devoted  to  the 
possibilities  afforded  by  3razil  nuts.     Today  the  amount  exported  averages 
about  26,000,000  lbs.  annually. 

The  3razil  nut  tree  is  found  on  high,  dry  land,  throughout  the  Ama- 
zon Valley,  in  the  State  of  lara,  Matto  Grosso  and  Amazonas,  in  the  Federal 
Territory  of  Acre,  and  in  Bolivia-    The  regions  of  largest  production,  how- 
ever, ,?.re  in  the  zones  of  the  Trombetas,  Tocantins,  Solimoes  and  ITegro 
Riv«rs,  which  fact  makes  transportation  an  easy  matter.    The  State  of  Ama- 
zonas is  said  to  produce  the  best  nuts. 

The  work  of  extracting  the  nuts  consists  of  picking  up  and  cutting 
open  the  nut? pods  after  they  fall  from  the  trees  during  the  months  December 
to  May-    Duri-.g  a  normal  crop  year  one  native  can  collect  from  three  to  six 
bushels  o.?  nuts  daily.    The  nuts  are  shi^ed  in  small  boats  from  the  pro- 
ducing regions  to  concentration  points  where  they  are  loaded  on  river  steam- 
ers and  shvroed  to  I'anaos  or  Itacoatiara  on  the  Amazon,  from  whence  they 
are  exrvrUd  to  foreign  countries. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Brazil  nut  season  in  December  1925  it  was 
estimated  that  the  surilies  available  for  export  during  1925-26  would  amount 
to  23,658,000  pounds  as  compared  with  19,841,000  pounds  in  1924-25.  The 
quantities  delivered  in  Ma&aOfl  and  Itacoatiara,  however,  depend  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  on  the  rainfall.    Usually  the  rivers  begin  their  annual 
rise  in  November  and  reach  their  high  stage  in  March.    Lack  of  rain  during 
the  early  part  of  1925  caused  many  of  the  rir«rs  to  be  at  low  levels  in 
March  and  April,  when  the  peak  shipments  of  nuts  usually  arrive  in  Manaos  and 
Itacoatiara.     This  fact  caused  a  material  reduction  in  the  quantities  of 
nuts  expected  to  be  available  for  export  during  1925-26. 
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Three  grades  ox'  Brazil  nuts  are  exported;  large,  medium  and  small. 
The  large  sizes  cone  from  the  State  of  Amazonas;  the  medium  sizes  from  the 
State  of  Mat  to  Crrosso  and  the  small  sizes  from  the  Federal  Territory  of 
Acre.    The  hulk  of  the  crou  is  exported  from  January  to  June  vith  March 
and  April  as  peal:  months. 

The  price  of  Brazil  nuts  in  Manaos  varies  with  the  size  of  the  crop 
and  the  demand  in  New  York  and  Liverpool,  the  principal  export  markets. 
The  average  price  paid  "by  dealers  in  Manaos  during  1924-25  and  1925-26 
(July-Juno)  was  as  follows: 

1924-25  1925-26 
Per  100  Tcs.  Per  100  lbs. 

Large  size   $9.07  $9.05 

Medium  size   7.49  5.50 

Small  size   5.36  5.26 


The  duties  and  cost  of  shiauing  the  nuts  are  a  considerable  item, 
states  the  Vice  Consul.    Daring  the  crop  years  1924-26  the  exaort  tax  on 
Brazil  nuts  ^.rcr'n  in  Amazonas  amounted  to  12  per  cent  ad  valorem.  The 
basic  value  for  the  amount  of  the  cxnort  tax  is  fixed  daily  and  is  arrived 
at  "by  averaging  the  prices  received  in  Menace  on  the  previous  day.    Dock  and 
handling  charges  average  about  5  to  10  per  cent.    The  freight  rate  to  New 
York  is  about  35  centa  per  "bushel. 


BRAZIL  NUTS:    Exports  frcm  Itacoatiara  and  lianaos,  1917-18  to  1925-26 


Crop  : 

Prom  Manaos  ! 

G-rand 
Total 

Year  : 

To  ^-^rope : 

To  U.S.  : 

Total  : 

To  Europe ! 

To  U.S.  : 

Total  : 

Short  : 

Short  . 

Short  : 

Short 

Short 

Short  : 

Short 

tons  : 

tons  : 

tons  : 

tons 

tons 

tons  : 

tons 

1917-18  . 

173  : 

243  : 

416  : 

294 

501  : 

395 

1,311 

1913-19 

219 

1,439  j 

1,708 

5,268 

10,903 

16,171: 

17,879 

1919-20 

294 

359  ! 

653 

2,021 

3,526 

!  5,547 

6,200 

1930-21 

518 

:     780  1 

1,398 

3,383 

10,379 

13,762 

15,160 

1921-22 

1,064 

.  1,034 

6,897 

•  11,260 

18,157  : 

19,221 

1922-23 

:  274 

:  701 

975 

4,478 

9,015 

13,493 

14,468 

1923-24 

:  394 

:  1,595 

:  1,939 

7,938 

1  9,978 

17,916 

19,905 

1924-25 

102 

:  102 

:  4,831 

4,769 

:  9,600 

!  9,702 

1925-26 

:  264 

:  1,135 

:  1,419 

{  4,613 

:  4,405 

}  9,048 

!  10,467 

.forwarded  "by  Vice  Consul  George  E.  Sel.tzer,  at  Manaos,  Brazil. 
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BRAZIL  NUTSj    "anaos  rand  Itacoatiara  exoorts  "by  destination, 

1923-24  and  1 925-26 


Shipped  to 

;      1923-24  ; 

1924-25  ; 

1925-26 

:    jluuu  pouncis 

JU^L     [J  UUJ.ILL  S 

Other  parts  of  3razil  . . 

. .  :             11  i 

1  s 

a 

England : 

:  ! 

9,591  : 

o ,  yob 

:  4 

4  : 

1,573  : 

67  ! 

1,047 

United  States: 

331 

204  ! 

:  20,297 

:        9,150  J 

8,899 

343 

151  1 

110 

:  183 

123 

:  110 

1,376 

:  113 

:  654 

Seattle  

.  .  .  :  499 

:  82 

i  91 

.  .  .  :  13 

Total   

.    :  39,911 

:       19 ,404 

:  20,934 

Forwarded  by  Vice  Consul  George  E.  Seltzer,  at  Manaos,  Brazil. 


BRAZIL  1TUTS:     Imports  into  the  United  States,  1921  -  1925 


Year  ' 

Quantity  5 

Value 

1921   • 

1922   

1923   

1924   

1925   

Pounds  : 

40,539,397 
45,714,950 
32,455,299  : 
53,183,316 
:  21,864,034 

Dollars 

1,923'  ,50^ 
2,019,372 

:  1,999,853 
:  2,771,405 
:  2,323,314 

Average  1921-25   

:  38,751,499 

:  2,208,651 

Compiled  fron  Foreign  Commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States,  1921- 


.*  1925. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  NUT  CROPS  OF  ITALY 


December  13,  1926 


TURAL  ECONOMICS 


Almonds  in  3ari 


In  3-oitc  of  a  big  crop  and  slow  demand  from  abroad,  the  prices 
of  almonds  remained  firm  in  Bari,  Italy,  during  October  and  the  first 
part  of  November,  according  to  a  recent  report  from  Vice  Consul  Alex- 
ander P.  Cruder  at  Messina.  This  firmness  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  arrivals  fro.:,  the  interior  were  small  and  hardly  sufficient 
for  current  needs . 


Vice  Consul  Cruger  pointc  out  that  during  September,  October  and 
November,  the  farmers  devote  meat  of  their  time  to  gathering  olives  and 
grapes  and  only  take  the  almonds  off  the  trees  and  store  them,  unshelled, 
in  warehouses.    Toward  the  middle  of  November  the  cracking  of  almonds 
is  started  on  a  large  scale. 

Quotations  on  3ari  almonds  on  November  5  as  compared  with  October 
5  end  September  3  were  as  follows; 

ALMONDS:    prices  in  Bari,  September,  October  and  November,  1926 


Grade 


Per  100  pounds,  gross  for  net, 
cost  and  freight,  London /New  York 


Sept.  3 


Oct.  5 

Nov.  5 

Dollars 

Dollars 

31.07 

•    34.66  a/ 

30.42 

33.89  a/ 

36.50 

:  41.06 

34.54 

;  38.57 

:  Dollars 

Primissima  3ari   :  29.55 

Prima  3ari   :  28.89 

Bari  Extra  Large,  without  : 

shells,  dust,  broken  and  twins  ..:  33.67 

Bari  current   :  31.50 

rj  Sweet  almonds. 


Sicilian  Pistachios 


The  1326  crop  of  pistachios  in  Sicily  may  be  considered  normal, 
but  the  kernels  are  somewhat  smaller  than  usual,-  according  to  Consul  L. 
G.-  Dawson  at  Messina.    A  normal  crop  is  placed  at  2,500  to  3,000  cases 
of  100  pounds  each.    The  1325  crop  amounted  to  only  about  1,000  cases. 
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Walnuts  at  Nap3.es 

Early  season  shipment 8  of  walnuts  from  Naples  to  the  United 
States  during  September  and  October  of  this  year  greatly  exceeded  those 
for  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  according  to  Consul  Harold  D. 
Finlcy  r.t  Naples.     Such  shipments  this  year  amounted  to  38,369  pounds 
of  shelled  nuts  valued  at  $9 ,400, and  11,358,152  pounds  of  unshelled 
nuts  valued  at  $1,724,000.    During  the  came  months  of  1924  and  1925, 
when  statistics  for  shelled  and  unshelled  nuts  were  not  separately  kept, 
exports  amounted  to  6,762,000  pounds  valued  at  $1,078,000  and  7,824,000 
pounds  valued  at  $1,236,000  respectively. 

Due  to  the  heavy  demand,  which  dealers  attribute  to  the  poor 
crop  in  France  and  the  coinparatively  small  cro^  in  California,  the  stocks 
of  mountain  walnuts  are  tald  to  be  nearing  exhaustion,    prices  have  gone 
up  rapidly  since  the  opening  of  the  shipping  season.     Good  quality  moun- 
tain nuts  which  were  quoted  in  late  September  at  $10.90  per  100  pounds 
f.o.D.  Naples  were  being  shipped  early  in  November  at  $15.12  per  100 
pounds.    Prices  of  Sorrento  nuts  rose  from  $13 .76~$14. 10  per  100  pounds 
in  late  September  to  $18.53  per  100  pounds  early  in  November.  Dealers 
look  for  a  continuation  of  high  prices,  states  Consul  Finley. 
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